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Cabinet he has carried everything his own. way; all his col-
leagues either really concurring with him, or "being too igno-
rant and too indifferent to fight the "battle against his strong
determination, except Lord Holland and Clarendon, who did
oppose with all their strength Palmerstoia's recent treaty;
but quite ineffectually.   They had for their only ally, Lord
GranvUle at Paris, and nothing can exceed the contempt
with which the Palmerstonians treat this little knot of dis-
sentients, at least the two elder ones, who (they say) are
become quite imbecile, and they wonder Lord Granville does
not resign. Palmerston, in fact, appears to exercise an abso-
lute despotism at the Foreign Office, and deals with all our
vast and complicated questions of diplomacy according to
his own views and opinions, without the slightest control,
and scarcely any interference on the part of his colleagues.
This apathy is mainly attributable to that which appears in
Parliament and in the country upon all foreign questions.
Nobody understands and nobody cares for them, and when
any rare and occasional notice is taken of a particular point,
or of some question on which a slight and evanescent interest
is manifested, Palmerston has little difficulty in dealing with
the matter, which he always meets with a consummate im-
pudence and, it must be allowed, a skill and resolution,
which invariably carry him through.    Whether the policy
which he has adopted upon the Eastern Question be the
soundest and most judicious, events must determine; but I
never was more amazed than at reading his letters, so dash-
ing, bold, and confident in their tone*   Considering the im-
mensity of the stake for which he is playing, that he may be
about to plunge all Europe into a war, and that if war does
ensue it will be entirely his doing, it is utterly astonishing
he should not be more seriously affected than he appears to
be with the gravity of the circumstances, and should not
settlement of the affairs of the East, "by compelling: the Pasha of Egypt to
relinquish Syria, and to restrict his dominion in Egypt, was signed in
London on July 15,1840. Erance having declined to concur in this policy,
the Treaty was signed without her, and without her knowledge. This
event was of the gravest consequence, and "brought Europe to the "brink
of war J